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WHAT  PROGRESS  TOWARD  WORLD  DISARMAMENT? 

Autumn  1961  brought  increased  public  anxiety  over  the  possibility  of  nuclear  war.  It  also  brought  official  vacil¬ 
lation  over  civil  defense  and  resumption  of  nuclear  weapons  tests.  Administration  policy  on  Berlin  is  still  being 
developed  with  our  Allies:  Britain  is  pressing  for  negotiations;  General  de  Gaulle  continues  to  oppose  East-West 
talks  on  Berlin.  The  Administration  has  begun  to  rush  military  equipment  and  advisers  to  the  Ngo  Dinh  Diem 
regime  in  South  Viet-Nam.  This  action  is  based  on  General  Maxwell  Taylor’s  recent  study  of  how  to  offset  the 
upsurge  of  guerilla  activity  in  that  country.  There  is  no  indication  that  the  United  States  will  commit  combat 
troops  to  South  Viet-Nam  at  this  time. 

I  Can  you  talk  with  your  Congressmen  at  home  before  Congress  reconvenes  January  10? 


General  Disarmament:  Agreement  on  the  Goal.  On 
September  20,  in  an  important  development,  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  announced  agree¬ 
ment  on  eight  principles  to  govern  future  disarmament 
negotiations.  Under  the  McCloy-Zorin  agreement,  the 
two  nations  accepted  the  goal  of  general  and  complete 
disarmament  under  effective  international  controls. 
They  agreed  that  progress  on  disarmament  must  be 
accompanied  by  establishment  of  reliable  procedures 
for  the  peaceful  settlement  of  disputes,  including  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  UN  Police  Force. 

Peace  Race.  Another  bright  spot  spot  in  a  somber 
landscape  was  the  President’s  speech  to  the  UN  on 
September  25.  President  Kennedy  challenged  the 
Soviet  Union  “to  a  peace  race  ...  to  advance  together 
step  by  step,  stage  by  stage,  until  general  and  com¬ 
plete  disarmament  has  been  achieved.”  He  called  for 
immediate  negotiations  on  a  new  three-stage  plan. 


The  new  plan  is  more  comprehensive  than  earlier 
U.  S.  proposals.  It  places  greater  emphasis  upon  prog¬ 
ressive  development  of  the  peacekeeping  machinery 
of  the  UN  to  take  on  responsibility  for  a  disarmed 
world.  It  calls  for  more  rapid  control  of  the  nuclear 
threat,  whereas  under  the  1960  U.  S.  proposals,  con¬ 
ventional  disarmament  would  precede  nuclear 
disarmament. 

Two  Roadhhtcks.  1 )  The  two  nations  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  agree  on  which  countries  should  participate  in 
disarmament  negotiations.  The  Soviet  Union  wants 
a  “troika”  of  five  Western,  five  Eastern  and  five  neu¬ 
tral  nations.  The  United  States  prefers  to  have  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  negotiating  body  chosen  on  a  geographic 
basis.  2)  The  United  States  argues  that  throughout 
the  disarmament  process  the  control  organ  must  be 
allowed  to  inspect  the  armaments  retained  by  each 
country  as  well  as  those  turned  over  for  destruction 


SENATOR  MANSFIELD  COMMENTS  ON  CIVIL  DEFENSE 


“I  would  certainly  not  wish  to  discourage  sober  efforts  in  the 
field  of  civil  defense  by  communities  of  individuals.  Never¬ 
theless,  it  seems  to  be  essential  that  we  guard  against  stimu¬ 
lating  a  national  hysteria  by  a  commercial  exploitation  of 
this  legitimate  national  concern.  It  seems  to  me  essential,  too, 
that  we  guard  against  accepting  the  fall-out  shelter  as  an  end 
in  itself  when  it  is,  at  best,  a  last  ditch  effort  of  sheer  physical 
survival.  In  short,  we  must  avoid  developing  a  national  ob¬ 
session  with  burrowing  in  tbe  ground,  and,  in  tbe  process, 
exclude  what  may  be  more  fruitful  ways  of  dealing  with  in¬ 
ternational  difficulties.  In  the  last  analysis,  a  cover  of  earth 
overhead  may  preserve  the  strain  of  human  life  but  it  will 
scarcely  preserve  a  nay  of  life  .  .  . 


“That  is  the  central  fact  to  which  we  must  hold  if  we  are  to 
live  up  to  our  responsibilities  as  rational  men  and  women  in 
the  days  ahead.  We  owe  to  coming  generations  a  richer  her¬ 
itage  than  a  landscape  of  fall-out  shelters.  We  owe  to  them 
the  green  fields  and  clear  skies.  We  owe  to  them  a  world 
which  is  reasonably  safe  for  tbe  Acropolis  and  the  Parthe¬ 
non,  for  Ffome,  Paris,  London  and  Washington  and,  in  all 
humanity,  for  Moscow  and  Peking.  We  owe  to  them  a  world 
in  which  freedom  is  still  a  word  with  meaning.  We  shall 
not  leave  them  that  heritage  if  we  now  abandon  hope 
for  a  life  which  is  livable  above  the  ground.” — November 
3,  1961. 
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under  the  agreement.  The  Soviets  argue  that  inspec¬ 
tion  should  be  restricted  to  the  arms  to  be  destroyed. 

ACDA  off  to  Slow  Start.  The  new  Arms  Control  and 
Disarmament  Agency  is  operating  under  several  handi¬ 
caps.  It  received  only  about  half  the  funds  requested 
by  the  President.  Extremely  strict  security  procedures 
have  meant  almost  no  new  persons  have  been  added 
to  the  staff  since  the  bill  was  passed.  Worry  over 
Congressional  attitudes  has  caused  ACDA  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  scientific  and  technical  studies  to  back  up  the 
September  25  U.  S.  disarmament  proposals,  rather 
than  broader  studies  on  the  social,  economic  and  psy¬ 
chological  aspects  of  disarmament. 

The  new  Director,  William  C.  Foster,  is  a  businessman, 
a  former  Administrator  of  the  Marshall  Plan  and  Dep¬ 
uty  Secretary  of  Defense.  He  led  the  U.  S.  delegation 
to  the  Geneva  Conference  on  Surprise  Attack  Safe¬ 
guards  in  1958. 

Disappointing  V.  S.  Action  at  VIS.  In  recent  weeks  the 
UN  has  adopted  a  number  of  resolutions  on  nuclear 
weapons.  One  resolution  calls  upon  all  nations  to  re¬ 
spect  “Africa  as  a  denuclearized  zone.”  The  resolution 
was  adopted  November  24,  55  to  0  with  44  abstentions. 
The  United  States  and  most  of  its  NATO  allies 
abstained. 

The  same  day,  the  General  Assembly  voted  55  to  20, 
with  26  abstentions,  for  a  resolution  calling  for  action 
to  outlaw  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons  in  war.  The 
United  States,  Great  Britain  and  France  opposed  this 
recommendation.  The  same  nations  also  voted  against 
a  resolution  in  the  Political  Committee,  November  30, 
calling  for  action  to  organize  a  “non-nuclear  club”  of 
nations  pledged  not  to  acquire,  build  or  stockpile  atomic 
bombs.  The  vote  on  this  resolution  was  57  to  12  with 
32  abstentions. 


“NUCLEAR  TESTING  IS  NOT 
IN  THE  NATIONAL  INTEREST” 

“The  administration  and  the  American  people  should  ask 
themselves:  Do  we  deliberately  wish  to  flout  opinion  all 
over  the  world  in  order  to  pain  an  advantage  which  is 
nebulous  to  say  the  least?  Do  we  feel  that  it  is  worth¬ 
while  to  emulate  Soviet  hrutality  in  order  to  he 
ahle  to  tell  Congress,  the  .4merican  people,  and  the 
rest  of  the  world,  that  now  we  can  kill  people  ten 
times  over  rather  than  nine  times  over? 

“This  in  my  opinion  is  absolutely  below  the  sense  of 
common  dignity  which  the  United  States  Government 
and  its  citizens  should  have  .  .  . 

“We  have  charged,  with  justification,  that  the  Soviet 
resumption  of  atmospheric  testing  has  brought  terror 
to  the  world.  We  must  recognize  that  if  the  United 
States  also  begins  atmospheric  testing,  it  will  bring 
ilespair  to  the  world.  Within  our  own  country,  and 
throughout  all  nations,  men  will  he  forced  to  conclude 
that,  in  reality,  primitive  military  and  political  considera¬ 
tions  are  our  true  guides,  regardless  of  our  protests  that 
a  more  lofty  ideology  inspires  us  to  champion  the  cause 
of  reason  and  peace  .  . 

Former  Ambassador  James  J.  Wadsworth 
Saturday  Review,  November  18.  1961 


“There’s  no  room  in  the  shelter” 


CIVIL  DEFENSE  ROUND  UP 

Official  policy  on  civil  defense  is  still  not  firm.  In  his 
May  25  and  July  25  speeches.  President  Kennedy  ar¬ 
gued  for  a  huge  family  fallout  shelter  program.  Now 
there  have  been  second  thoughts. 

Official  policy  has  now  veered  away  from  family  fall¬ 
out  shelters  toward  large  community  shelters.  But 
such  a  program  could  cost  from  $20  billion  upwards, 
and  at  a  time  of  great  need  for  construction  of  schools, 
hospitals,  slum  clearance  and  other  programs  to  help 
the  living. 

Uncertain  Pamphlet.  Official  indecision  has  been  high¬ 
lighted  by  the  furor  over  a  project  to  send  a  civil  de¬ 
fense  pamphlet  to  some  60  million  heads  of  house¬ 
holds  throughout  the  land.  After  the  proposal  was 
made  it  was  shelved,  but  later  reinstated  by  President 
Kennedy  at  his  November  8  news  conference.  Now  the 
pamphlet,  its  contents,  and  the  method  and  extent  of 
distribution  are  again  under  review. 

^  Your  letters  to  the  President  and  his  advisers  at 
the  White  House,  Washington  25,  D.  C.,  expressing 
your  views  on  civil  defense,  are  most  important  now. 

SOME  RECOMMENDED  READING 

•  “Freedom  from  War — the  United  States  Program  for  General 
and  (Complete  Disarmament  in  a  Peaceful  W'orld.”  .State  Depart¬ 
ment  pamphlet.  Order  from  your  Congressman  or  FCNL. 

•  “Disarmament:  Two  Approaches."  Compares  U.  .S.  and  U.S.S.R. 
disarmament  proposals.  Write  U.  S.  .Arms  Control  and  Disarmament 
■Agency,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  or  your  Congressman  for  copies. 

•  ‘*Ruilding  World  Order  Through  the  United  Nations.”  Friends 
statement.  rite  FCNL. 

•  FCNL  Civil  Defense  Packet  (50(?),  includes  FCNL  staff  study 
( 15(‘  separately),  FCNL  statement  of  policy,  articles,  editorials. 


Washington  Newsletter,  December,  1961 


Page  3 


TEST  BAN  TALKS  RESUME  IN  GENEVA 


On  November  28,  the  Soviet  Union,  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  went  back  to  the  conference  table 
at  Geneva,  following  a  UN  call  to  resume  negotiations. 
U.  S.  Ambassador  Arthur  H.  Dean  told  the  UN  General 
Assembly  on  November  24  that  the  Soviet  Union  had 
set  off  approximately  50  bombs  in  its  September  to 
November  test  series.  This  included  a  50  megaton-plus 
bomb  exploded  in  defiance  of  an  87-11  UN  resolution. 
On  September  5  President  Kennedy,  in  response  to 
Soviet  resumption,  gave  the  go-ahead  for  U.  S.  under¬ 
ground  tests.  As  of  December  4,  five  announced  U.  S. 
underground  tests  had  been  conducted.  On  December 
10  a  five  kiloton  test  is  scheduled  in  New  Mexico;  all 
UN  members  have  been  invited  to  attend  this  test  which 
is  said  to  promote  the  peaceful  uses  of  atomic  energy. 

Pressure  for  U.  S.  Atmospheric  Tests.  The  President  is 
under  great  pressure  to  resume  tests  in  the  atmosphere. 
But  to  date  he  has  refrained  from  giving  the  final  order 
to  go  ahead,  although  preparations  are  underway.  Sup¬ 
porters  of  atmospheric  tests  include  officials  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Defense  and  the  Atomic  Energy  Commis¬ 
sion,  key  Senators  such  as  Clinton  P.  Anderson  (N. 
Mex.),  Richard  B.  Russell  (Ga.),  Henry  M.  Jackson 
(Wash.),  Barry  Goldwater  (Ariz.),  and  Governor  Nel¬ 
son  Rockefeller  and  Richard  M.  Nixon. 

U.  S.  Position.  The  United  States  has  pending  at  Ge¬ 
neva  detailed  proposals  to  end  atmospheric,  under¬ 
water,  outer  space  and  large  underground  tests  under 
a  control  system  suggested  by  East-West  scientists 
which  includes  inspection  stations  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
the  United  States  and  elsewhere.  The  United  States 
has  proposed  a  three-year  moratorium  on  “small”  un¬ 
derground  tests  while  a  research  program  to  detect 
underground  explosions  is  carried  out. 

U.S.S.R.  Position.  On  November  27  the  Soviet  Union 
urged  a  simple  agreement  to  end  nuclear  tests  “in  the 


atmosphere,  in  outer  space  and  under  water.”  Inspec¬ 
tion  would  be  by  each  nation  using  whatever  means 
it  had  available  to  detect  tests  by  the  other  parties. 
There  would  be  no  international  inspection  stations  or 
teams  in  the  Soviet  Union  or  the  United  States.  There 
would  be  a  moratorium  on  all  underground  tests  pend¬ 
ing  an  agreement  on  an  inspection  system  which  would 
be  a  part  of  a  control  system  on  general  and  complete 
disarmament.  France  would  be  required  to  sign  the 
proposed  Soviet  treaty  before  it  would  go  into  effect. 

Approve  Areas  of  Agreement.  The  new  Soviet  proposal 
is  a  considerable  retreat  from  its  earlier  position,  espe¬ 
cially  in  repudiating  international  inspection  stations 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United  States.  Neverthe¬ 
less  U.  S.  negotiators  should  seek  for  remaining  areas 
of  agreement.  At  a  very  minimum,  the  great  powers 
should  come  to  immediate  agreement  in  those  areas 
where  inspection  is  possible. 

This  would  suggest  that  an  inspectable  agreement 
could  be  signed  now  outlawing  atmospheric  tests,  and 
probably  underwater  and  outer  space  tests  as  well, 
even  if  an  international  inspection  system  were  not 
agreed  upon.  The  Atomic  Energy  Commission  has 
just  completed  an  impressive  display  of  its  abilities 
to  detect,  locate  and  estimate  the  size  and  characteris¬ 
tics  of  Soviet  tests.  The  agreement  could  then  be  ex¬ 
tended  as  detection  methods  improve,  or  Soviet  policy 
changes  on  admitting  international  inspectors.  It  is 
significant  that  on  September  3  President  Kennedy  and 
Prime  Minister  Macmillan  proposed  to  Premier  Khru¬ 
shchev  a  joint  ban  on  atmospheric  tests  without  an 
international  inspection  system. 

In  any  event,  the  United  States  should  not  resume 
atmospheric  tests  which  would  further  contaminate  the 
atmosphere  and  intensify  the  arms  race. 


HOW  MUCH  IS  ENOUGH? 

In  deciding  whether  the  United  States  should  test  more  nuclear 
weapons,  consider  these  statements: 

•  “The  existing  United  States  nuclear  arsenal  is  superior  in  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  to  that  of  any  other  nation.  The  United  States 
today  has  ample  military  power  to  destroy  any  nation  which 
would  unleash  nuclear  war.”  White  House  statement,  October 
30,  1961. 

•  “The  buildup  of  our  bomber  and  missile  forces  .  .  .  will  give 
the  Nation  a  nuclear  capability  several  times  that  of  the  Soviet 
Union.”  Department  of  Defense,  October  27,  1961. 

•  Nuclear  weapons  in  the  U.  S.  stockpile  are  equivalent  to  35 
billion  tons  of  TNT.  Of  this  amount,  16,000  megatons  (16  bil¬ 
lion  tons  of  TNT)  are  “available  for  immediate  retaliation,”  to 
be  delivered  by  6000  missiles  and  planes.  If  only  3%  of  U.  S. 
planes  and  missiles  penetrated  Soviet  defenses  they  would  in¬ 
flict  “semi-total  destruction  on  all  sources  of  Soviet  military  and 
industrial  power.”  Rep.  Bruce  Alger,  Texas,  at  Dallas,  November 
10,  1961. 


Washington  Newsletter,  December,  1961 


Page  4 


Here  are  some  encouraging  signs  of  a  new  surge  of  in¬ 
terest  in  peace  across  the  country  this  autumn; 

B  om<>«’.s  Strike  for  Peace.  Reports  indicate  that  some 
50,000  women  in  59  cities  participated  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber  1  Strike  for  Peace.  •  The  Washington  strikers  de¬ 
livered  petitions  addressed  to  Mrs.  Kennedy  and  Mrs. 
Khrushchev.  •  2000  women  demonstrated  near  the 
United  Nations  on  November  9  and  were  addressed  by 
Arthur  Dean  of  the  U.  S.  delegation.  •  The  women’s 
effort  began  when  a  small  group  of  women  found  they 
shared  the  desire  to  work  for  peace.  In  less  than  six 
weeks,  the  unorganized  effort  spread  as  a  grass  roots 
movement. 

Student  Vigils  for  Peace.  Many  college  students  have 
journeyed  to  VVashington  to  display  their  concern  for 
world  peace  and  disarmament.  •  Fourteen  students 
from  Grinnell  College  (Iowa)  maintained  a  three-day 
“Vigil  for  Peace”  fast.  While  House  hospitality  in¬ 
cluded  a  75-minute  talk  with  presidential  assistant 
McGeorge  Bundy.  •  Students  from  Bluffton  (Ohio), 
Carlton  (Minn.),  Cornell  (Iowa),  George  Washington 
(D.  C.),  and  Cornell  and  Syracuse  Universities  (New 
York)  joined  the  ranks  of  picketers.  •  The  Carleton 
group  discussed  nuclear  testing  and  disarmament  with 
a  Soviet  diplomat.  •  35  students  from  Amherst,  Mt. 
Holyoke  and  Smith  (Mass.)  participated  in  a  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day  fast  while  picketing  the  White  House. 

Religious  Groups  Speak  Out.  The  Catholic  Crusade  of 
Prayer  for  World  Peace  attracted  125,000  to  an  out¬ 
door  mass  in  Washington  on  October  29.  •  More  than 
a  hundred  students  and  faculty  members  of  the  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  staged  a  march  in  protest  against 
nuclear  testing.  •  The  National  Council  of  Churches 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  United  States  would  not 
resume  atmospheric  tests.  •  The  National  Council  of 


.Jewish  Women  has  asked  for  the  end  of  nuclear  test¬ 
ing.  •  1,120  people,  mostly  Friends,  held  a  Vigil  against 
Bomb  Testing  on  Veterans  Day,  November  11,  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  •  A  Walk  for  Peace  from  Nazareth  to  Beth¬ 
lehem,  Pa.,  is  being  sponsored  by  Friends  Peace  Com¬ 
mittees  on  Christmas  Eve. 

Professional  Groups.  800  physicists  from  twenty  coun¬ 
tries  signed  a  petition  to  the  heads  of  the  U.  S.,  Soviet, 
British  and  French  Governments  warning  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  nuclear  war.  •  A  letter  asking  President  Ken¬ 
nedy  not  to  resume  testing  in  the  atmosphere  was 
signed  by  five  Nobel  Prize  winners.  •IBS  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  of  five  universities  in  the  Boston  area  ran  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  the  New  York  Times,  “An  Open  Letter 
to  President  Kennedy,”  expressing  their  concern  re¬ 
garding  civil  defense.  The  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
congratulated  the  professors,  adding  that  its  mail  was 
running  ten  to  one  against  shelters. 

Voices  Are  Heard.  It  has  been  reported  that  the  Pres¬ 
ident  received  some  4100  letters  regarding  testing  one 
week  in  November — 3800  of  these  expressed  oppo-  i 
sition  to  U.  S.  resumption  of  nuclear  testing. 


TURN  TOWARD  PEACE  ROSTER 

The  Turn  Toward  Peace  campaign  is  inviting  in¬ 
dividuals  to  join  in  signing  a  roster  supporting 
alternatives  to  war  in  the  present  crisis.  Individuals 
are  encouraged  to  1 )  write  President  Kennedy 
about  the  need  for  a  turn  toward  peace;  2)  take 
an  active  part  in  the  program  of  at  least  one  sup¬ 
porting  organization;  3)  encourage  community 
groups  to  cooperate  with  Turn  Toward  Peace;  and 
4)  make  a  contribution.  Signers  of  the  roster  in¬ 
clude  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Clarence  Pickett,  Edwin 
Dahlherg,  Martin  Luther  King  and  Walter  Reu- 
ther.  If  you  want  to  add  your  signature  or  get 
others  to  sign,  write  to  Turn  Toward  Peace  Roster, 
20  South  Twelfth  Street,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa. 
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WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER 


NO, 

MONTH 

SUBJECT 

220 

January 

Agenda  for  Congress  in  1962;  China's  Hunger 
and  America's  Bulging  Granaries. 

221 

February 

Congressional  Debate  on  the  UN  begins;  Trade 
Proposals  Submitted  by  Kennedy, 

222 

March 

Public  Witnesses  Support  UN  Bond  Issue;  Test 

Ban  Mixup  Over  Kennedy  Statement;  Cuba:  Isolation 
or  Reconciliation?;  Right  to  Read  Endangered; 
Administration  Pushes  Wiretap  Bill. 

223 

April 

Disarmament  Agency  After  Six  Months;  What's  in 
the  Committee  and  on  the  Floor. 

22U 

May 

The  Gap  Between  Geneva  and  Capitol  Hill;  Progress 
Report  on  Legislation. 

225 

June 

Legislative  Mill  Grinds  Slowly;  Run-Down  on  Issues. 

226 

July 

Congress  Moves  to  Restrict  Aid  and  Trade. 

227 

August 

Is  the  Arms  Race  Out  of  Control?;  Strings  Attached 
to  A^-d  Bill;  Hfhat  is  Religious  Freedom?  Civil  De¬ 
fense  Program  Slashed. 

228 

September 

New  Data  Fails  to  Bring  Test  Ban;  Concern  for 
the  World's  Hungry;  UN  Loan  Restricted  by  House. 

229 

October 

Congressional  Climate  in  1962. 

230 

November 

How  Congress  Spends  Your  Taxes;  A  Review. 

231 

December 

World  Disarmament:  Some  Signs  of  Hope. 
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